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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY
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Crisis Preparedness in Food, Animals and Plants

*
kot The Director

Brussels
SANTE.G.5/GM/ng (2023)12219063

Subject:  Revised import conditions for honey and apiculture products (beeswax,
royal jelly, propolis or pollen) intended for human consumption into the
Union

Your Excellency,

Honey and other apiculture products intended for human consumption are regularly
reported as being the subject of fraudulent practices. The results of a recent Union
coordinated action® showed that a significant percentage of honey and apiculture
products intended for human consumption imported into the Union were adulterated, the
most common adulteration being the addition of extraneous sugars. Of the samples taken
at the EU border during that coordinated action, 46% were suspected of being non-
compliant and 57% of exporters in third countries that were controlled were flagged as
having exported honey consignments suspected of being adulterated with extraneous
sugars.

Consignments of honey and other apiculture products (meaning beeswax, royal jelly,
propolis or pollen) intended for human consumption are currently authorised for entry
into the Union if they come from third countries listed in Annex -1 to Commission
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/405 ®) (on approved control plans for residues of
pharmacologically active substances, pesticides and contaminants) in accordance with
the requirements of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/2292 ©,

Consignments must come from establishments complying with the requirements laid
down in Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 @ and must be accompanied by a health
certificate drawn up in accordance with the model set out in Chapter 45 of Annex IlI to
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 ©).

The listing by third countries of their establishments exporting honey and other
apiculture products intended for human consumption is an important measure to address
the potential for fraud in this sector. Listing and verifying the compliance of
establishments with EU hygiene rules indeed facilitate the traceability of imported
consignments and the targeting of reinforced checks by the EU Member States on those
establishments which are suspected of trading adulterated products. The Commission has

Embassies of all non-EU countries authorised to export honey and other apiculture
products intended for human consumption to the European Union
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thus amended accordingly Article 13 of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/2292(" by
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2652© of 15 September 2023.

The latter Regulation provides that consignments of honey and of other apiculture
products intended for human consumption may only enter the Union if dispatched from,
obtained and/or prepared in establishments that appear on lists drawn up and kept up to
date in accordance with Article 127(3) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 ™. It also provides
for a transitional period of twelve months from the date of publication of Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2023/2652 in the Official Journal of the European Union, i.e. 29
November 2024, after which consignments originating from establishments not listed
will be denied entry into the EU.

In practice, the procedure to list third countries establishments is to be performed in the
“Establishment Amendments Lists” module of TRACES ). Users’ manuals explaining
how to use that module can be provided by the TRACES support team on request at
sante-traces@ec.europa.eu.

I call upon your active support and collaboration in helping to identify and address
misleading or fraudulent practices that occur in the honey sector. Regular official
controls on establishments as a pre-requisite for their listing and maintenance in
TRACES will provide assurances that those establishments and their production practices
comply with EU requirements, underpinning confidence in the integrity of honey and
other apiculture products intended for human consumption in the EU. These actions are
not only vital from the perspective of protecting consumers and their interests but also to
defend honest operators and collectively enhancing the reputation of the honey trade.

I would appreciate it if you could relay this letter to whom it may concern so that the
transition happens as smoothly as possible and your country’s authorities as well as your
food business operators be ready to comply with the new requirements by
29 November 2024.

I thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely,
[e-signed]

Bernard VVan Goethem

c.C.. Mr E. Thévenard, Mr E. Marin, Mr G. Maréchal, Mr K.Van Dyck, Ms S.
Coulon, Mr P.Bokor, Ms H. Klein, Mr J. Tellechea Vertiz, Mr J.
McEvoy (SANTE), Ms B. Misonne, Mr M. Szentivany (AGRI), Ms L.
Alvarellos, Mr A. Maquet (JRC), Ms M. Castillo Gonzalez, Mr J.
Grooten (OLAF)
European Federation of Honey Packers and Distributors (FEEDM),
COPA COGECA
All Chief Veterinary Officers of Member States of the European Union,
Iceland, Norway and Switzerland, Head of Delegations

@  https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/eu-agri-food-fraud-network/eu-coordinated-actions/honey-2021-
2022 en
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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/405 of 24 March 2021 laying down the lists of third
countries or regions thereof authorised for the entry into the Union of certain animals and goods
intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European
Parliament and of the Council (OJ L 114, 31.3.2021, p. 118)

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/2292 of 6 September 2022 supplementing Regulation
(EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to requirements for the
entry into the Union of consignments of food-producing animals and certain goods intended for human
consumption (OJ L 304, 24.11.2022, p. 1)

Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the
hygiene of foodstuffs (OJ L 139, 30.4.2004, p. 1)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 of 16 December 2020 laying down rules for
the application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of
the Council as regards model animal health certificates, model official certificates and model animal
health/official certificates, for the entry into the Union and movements within the Union of
consignments of certain categories of animals and goods, official certification regarding such
certificates and repealing Regulation (EC) No 599/2004, Implementing Regulations (EU) No 636/2014
and (EU) 2019/628, Directive 98/68/EC and Decisions 2000/572/EC, 2003/779/EC and 2007/240/EC
(OJ L 442, 30.12.2020, p. 1)

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2652 of 15 September 2023 amending Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2022/2292 with regard to requirements for the entry into the Union of honey, meat,
highly refined products, gelatine capsules, fishery products and requirements for private attestation and
amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/630 as regards requirements for composite products
exempted from official controls at border control posts (OJ L, 2023/2652, 28.11.2023)

SPS notification G/SPS/N/EU/631 of 18/04/2023

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on
official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and feed law,
rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations
(EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012,
(EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the
Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives
98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC)
No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council
Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC
and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (OJ L 95, 7.4.2017, p. 1)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/index
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